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up a little; but their organisation was too loose and inept to
serve a huge meeting of that nature and magnitude* On the
third day, therefore, when all their efforts had failed, the
Congress leaders, out of sheer helplessness, turned to Gopala-
krishnayya for succour. Gopalakrishna cheerfully undertook
the responsibility; but insisted that he should be allowed a
free hand in the arrangements. The proviso was easily con-
ceded ; and at 3 A. M., bands of Ramadandu volunteers
were despatched to the maidan or the meeting-ground and
were stationed in lines, forming squares of sitting space for
the people, and broad streets for the leaders* cars to pass through;
and before dawn, a thoroughly well-organised and beautiful
human city of two to three lakhs of people was formed; and
from 6 A. M., the leaders were gradually ushered in and led
in procession, through lane after lane, addressing the people
in every four-square corner. Everyone was pleased, overwhelmed
with joy; and all praised Gopalakrishnayya and his Ramadandu.

There was one incident of the day particularly, which must
be described. Limits were prescribed for the people to sit; but
a police officer tried to cross, with impunity, one of those limits.
There was a wordy tug-of-war between the Police and the
volunteers; and at one stage, an open rupture was feared. All
eyes, including those of Gandhiji, were on the scene; Gopala-
krishna arrived there and implored the officer to desist; and,
when all persuasion failed, he prostrated himself before that
gentleman, telling him that, if the latter must advance, it could
only be by walking over their corpses, and he offered himself
as the first to fall. The official was at laist moved and yielded^
whereupon he was conveyed back over the heads of the sitting
people, to his allotted place in the rear.

Immediately after the Bezwada meeting, Gandhiji began a
tour in Andhradesa, in the course of which he visited Chirala on
7th April 1921. Gopalakrishnayya made elaborate arrangements
t6 receive tne great guest in his sandy home and an address was
presented on behalf of the Vidya Peetha Goshtf, written in
Telugu, with an iron quill on a palm leaf, besmeared with
tiuroeric paste. Gandhiji was greatly pleased; and, it is
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